Dissent

(objecting, disagreeing, becoming verbally abusive toward a referee)

Dissent, at American Indoor, is a violation punishable by one or more 2 minute time penalties and, in extreme cases, up to a 1 year ban at which time a player may petition for reinstatement.  Dissenting players interrupt the flow of a game, incite other players to be disrespectful and generally cause the atmosphere of a recreational sport to rise to level that is detrimental to the enjoyment of the majority.

The following are guidelines for the penalties associated with “Dissent’.

1. Players or teams dissenting verbally or through their actions, if in the view of the referee these actions or words are personally abusive or not in the best interest of the game, can be issued a “Blue Card” thus awarding a 2 minute time penalty to the player or team in question.  As with all blue cards, the penalized team will play a player down for the duration of the penalty or until the rules allow the player to return.

2. After the initial blue card is issued if, in the view of the referee, the same player or team continues to dissent a second “Blue Card” will be given.  The associated 2 minute penalty will begin to run at the conclusion of the first.

3. If the dissenting action continues a “Yellow Card” (or third blue card) will be issued thus expelling the player for the remainder of the game and result in a third 2 minute time penalty that would follow conclusion of the second.  In the rare case of a total team dissent, the game could be forfeited after a third Blue Card (YellowCard). 
4. In some circumstances, if the player or team continues to dissent, the referee may issue a “Red Card” and suspensions will be applied. Additionally, in the case of a player receiving a red card for dissent, a fourth 2 minute penalty will be issued that will begin running at the end of the third time penalty.

5. In rare cases a Red Card may be issued initially if in the view of the referee that action is deemed appropriate and necessary.  In these rare cases 4 individual 2 minute penalties will be awarded and run consecutively (one after the next).

6. Dissent should not be confused with referee or management abuse (threats of bodily harm, contact in any way or other actions that may cause or attempt to cause harm to the staff or referee).  These abusive actions are punishable by a ban for a period to be determined by the facility.
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