NEW American Indoor House RULE
Ball Retrieval Following Goal

In an effort to conform with new FIFA rules concerning game delay and ball retrieval following a goal, American Indoor will enact the following “house rule” starting with the Spring 2007 Season.  This change will help reduce the potential for confrontation and potential fights in tight games.  

Currently by rule, after a goal is scored, teams are allowed and guaranteed 15 seconds for goalie change and player substitutions.  If this time limit is exceeded by either team a Blue Card may be issued for excessive delay.

With the addition of this new rule, immediately following a goal ONLY the team scored on (the defending team at the time the goal scored) will be allowed to retrieve the ball.  This is true whether the team scored on is winning or losing.  

A  Blue Card will be issued to any player from the scoring team who handles the ball after the ball enters the net until the ball is positioned at midfield for kickoff unless the referee specifically asks for assistance with a ball that rolls into the opposite end of the field.  

The clock MAY be stopped to administer the Blue Card but it is not required and solely occurs at the referees discretion.
Whether the clock stops or not will be determined by the referee using his perception of the situation, but should be governed by the potential the delay may have on the outcome of the game.  As an example; the impact of the clock stopping is far greater in the last 1 – 2 minutes of a one goal game than it would be in the first minute of play after the first goal is scored.
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