NEW RED CARD POLICY

EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 7, 2005

Fighting as defined by this facility and rough play have not and will not be tolerated.  Those playing outside the spirit of the game or fighting will be dealt with swiftly and sternly.  Fighting, within this facility, is defined as: “making contact with another player of the same or other team outside normal play of the ball (generally after a whistle) utilizing the body or any part thereof to attack, repel or attempt to cause injury.  This includes but is not limited to using the open hand to push, the head to butt, the legs and feet to kick or the chest to push.  Fighting can occur in attack or defense and is punishable equally in either case.”  

Malicious attack with perceived intent to cause severe injury will carry an immediate indefinite length ban from all competition at this facility.
The following penalties will apply for all Red Cards:

Red Cards for Non-Fighting Offenses
Section 1

Cards issued for non-fighting type offenses will be dealt with by the on-duty Manager and vary from no game, to 1 game, to indefinite length suspensions.  Generally, these offenses will result in only ban from play with the team where the card was given.  Examples may include, but not be limited to: referee abuse, taunting, refusal to obey referee instruction, hard tackle, intentional take down, take down to prevent goal, diving, boarding, goalkeeper endangerment. 
Section 2

If a Red Card is issued for a non-fighting incident and the player becomes belligerent and refuses to heed instruction from facility personnel, he or she will be banned from all play on all teams for the remainder of the current season.  If, in the opinion of facility personnel, the actions of the player warrant, he or she may be banned for an indefinite period.  These punishable actions can occur off field and will be applicable to actions during the game, in the facility, and in the parking lot.
Red Cards for Fighting Offenses

Section 3

A Red Card issued for chesting-up (by definition a form of fighting but the least serious form), but where no other contact is apparent, will carry and automatic 2 game suspension from the team where the incident occurred.  This will apply to both players involved if, in the view of officials, neither party backed down (both were aggressive).  If the hands of either are used to push then see Section 4 below.
Section 4

A Red Card is issued for pushing an opponent with hand or body after a whistle stoppage.  An automatic 3 game suspension from the team where the incident occurred will apply.  If the attacked player retaliates both parties receive the same 3 game suspension.

Section 5

A Red Card is issued for slapping, punching, kicking, or attempting any of these actions or otherwise attempting to do bodily harm.  Any player, whether attacked or defending, who commits this type violation will receive an immediate season ban from all teams at this facility.   If the offense occurs in the last 3 games of the season the ban will carry over to the next season.  An additional indefinite ban may be applied if it is deemed appropriate.
Red Card Administration

Records are kept on all Red Card offenses.  Players receiving a second Red Card within one (1) year of the first for offenses not carrying a season ban will be banned from all play and all teams for the remainder of the current season, unless the second offense occurs in one of the last 3 games of a season.  In this case the ban will carry over to the next season.  A player receiving a second Red Card under section 5 above will be banned for an indefinite period from all play at this facility (there is no time limit on the period between two section 5 offenses).  For all other red cards (except Section 5) a player’s record is considered clean when he or she plays one (1) year (12 months) without receiving a second Red Card.

We at American indoor are serious about putting a stop to fighting and cases of possible assault.  If your team has a player with a tendency for rough play take control now.
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